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In this issue we have articles on:  

 Earthquake Preparedness  

 Multi Proof Approvals 

 Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers – New Authorisation Cards 

 Simplifying Timber Treatment 

 Department of Building Housing 

 Update No 113, March 2011 

 New timber treatment system 

 Summary of key issues from consultation on timber treatment changes 

 Quick guide to timber treatment for enclosed framing 

 Timber Framed Building Handbook 

 Standards NZ – new NZS3604, 2011-03-24 NZS 3604 – general overview of changes 

 Quiz on articles in this newsletter 
 
For any enquiries regarding this news sheet, please contact Simon Tonkin on (03) 211 1777 
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EARTHQUAKE PREPAREDNESS  

 
The series of earthquakes in the country should be a wake up call to all New Zealanders.  
 
Every person should look at their home or place of business and develop a plan about the risks 
and what you need to do to be prepared. 
 
If you are in a Neighbourhood Watch organisation, you should be discussing scenarios and what is 
expected of you and what you expect from others. 
 
Remember that in an emergency you may need to be self sufficient for up to three days. 
 
The October 2010 issue of the Building Sector News had information on what you require in an 
emergency survival kit, radio station information and protecting your health in an emergency. 
 
Please reread these articles and have your survival kit up to date and in a place where all family 
members know where it is. The next Building Sector News April Supplementary will have more 
useful information on being prepared. 
 
For your own home you should identify any high risk parts of the buildings on your property and if 
any of your neighbours’ buildings could potentially cause you harm. This might include large trees, 
outbuildings, overhead glazing, etc. 
 
After identifying high risk parts of the building, you should then decide to strengthen / upgrade or 
demolish these parts to make your property safer. 
 
Remember the old saying “plan for the worst, but hope for the best”. 
 
And lastly, my apologies for putting the wrong date of the Christchurch earthquake on the March 
Supplementary. It should have read 22 February and not 28 as was stated. 
 
 
 
 
Simon Tonkin 
EDITOR 

 
 
Liquifaction - the drain must have ruptured and sand has come up through the drain into the 
building via the waste pipes. 

Photo courtesy of Mr Richard Paulin  
Cunningham Lindsay Loss Adjusters 
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ADDITIONAL MULTIPROOF APPROVALS  

 
The following MultiProof Approvals have been issued in January 2011. 
 
Certificate Number A1004 – International Housing Solutions Limited 
 
The approved design is a HABODE – single storey two / three bedroom dwelling 
 
 
Certificate Number A1005 – Polybreeze International Limited 
 
The approved Polybreeze design is a Breezepod – 5 x 8 bungalow with permitted variations to 
the floor plan. 
 
The scope of the permitted variations and the conditions of the approvals can be viewed at the 
Department’s website where the Certificates and Schedules are published. BCAs may also view 
the drawings and specifications that comprise the MultiProof Approvals. For details about obtaining 
access, see http://www.dbh.govt.nz/multiproof-public-register. 
 
 
The other MultiProof Approvals are: 
 
 International Housing Solutions Limited A1004 13 January 2011 
 Modular Housing Solutions (NZ) Limited A1003 14 September 2010 
 Little Buildings Limited A1002 18 June 2010 
 Spanbild NZ Limited A1001 18 June 2010 
 
 
WHAT IS A MULTIPROOF?  
 
MultiProofs are issued by the National Multiple-Use Approval Service of the Department of Building 
and Housing.  
 
A MultiProof is a statement by the Department that a specific set of building plans and 
specifications complies with the New Zealand Building Code. Under the Building Act 2004 (as 
amended in 2009), BCAs must accept a MultiProof as evidence of Building Code compliance.  
 
MultiProofs aim to deliver greater certainty of BCA consenting where standardised designs are 
being replicated several times. They should also lead to faster processing times at the local level, 
reduced duplication for volume builders, and lower consenting costs.  
 
A MultiProof is not, and does not replace, a building consent. The holder of a MultiProof must 
obtain a building consent each time they wish to construct the design to which the MultiProof 
relates. This is to enable the BCA to:  
 assess the Building Code compliance of site-specific features, such as foundations (if 

excluded from the MultiProof) and drainage  
 ensure that every condition attached to the MultiProof matches the proposed site (for 

example, wind or snow loading limitations, or good ground condition)  
 undertake normal inspections during construction  
 issue a code compliance certificate  
 take enforcement action, if appropriate  
 retain public records of the building work that has been undertaken.  
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However, because the BCA will only need to assess the Building Code compliance of site-specific 
features that are excluded from the MultiProof, the statutory timeframe for the BCA to issue a 
building consent for applications that rely on a MultiProof is 10 working days (instead of the usual 
20).  
 
A MultiProof should be regarded as a tool for demonstrating Building Code compliance, similar to a 
Compliance Document, but relating to a specific building design.  
 
Details of issued MultiProofs will be posted on the Department’s website on a public register. BCAs 
will have password-protected access to copies of approved plans and specifications in a separate 
section of the website. This is to enable independent comparison of the plans submitted by the 
building consent applicant to those approved by the Department (if this is desired by the BCA).  
 
The online public register will be updated promptly when a MultiProof is issued, suspended or 
revoked. BCAs may rely on the register for establishing the validity of approvals.  
 
 
HOW AND WHY WERE MULTIPROOFS ESTABLISHED?  
MultiProofs were established as a new concept by the Building Amendment Act 2009. They are 
intended to allow volume builders who replicate the same or substantially similar buildings several 
times to benefit from a streamlined building consent process.  
 
Where a building design is intended to be replicated several times, a volume builder can apply to 
have the design pre-approved for Building Code compliance by the Department of Building and 
Housing. This will avoid the need for the design to be assessed and re-approved by individual 
BCAs each time it is proposed to be built on a different site. For volume builders, this should bring 
time and cost savings through more efficient and predictable consent processes.  
 
Feedback from volume builders indicates that there is considerable scope for National Multiple-Use 
Approvals to streamline building consent processes, especially at the highly standardised end of 
the market. 
 
MultiProofs are likely to be used by a limited number of larger, generally well-established volume 
building companies that operate regionally or nationally. They are not intended for, and will not be 
available to, building consent applicants who wish to engage in one-off projects. Initially, simple 
buildings (outbuildings and simple houses) will be eligible for MultiProofs. Over time, the scope of 
approvals is expected to grow to include other buildings where increased standardisation can 
provide similar benefits.  
 
 
WHAT HAPPENS ONCE THE BUILDING CONSENT HAS BEEN ISSUED AND WORK HAS 
BEGUN?  
When the building consent has been issued and work has begun, the BCA fulfils its normal 
functions under the Building Act 2004. These include:  
 ensuring that the building work complies with the building consent  
 undertaking any inspections necessary to be satisfied the work is being carried out in 

accordance with the building consent  
 assessing and, if appropriate, approving any proposed amendments to the building consent, 

including material substitutions and design changes  
 issuing a code compliance certificate, when satisfied the Building Code compliance has been 

achieved  
 if appropriate, taking enforcement action  
 provide feedback to the Department if non-compliant details have been included in the 

MultiProof.  
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HOW SHOULD BCAS HANDLE AMENDMENTS TO BUILDING CONSENTS BASED ON A 
MULTIPROOF, ONCE BUILDING WORK HAS BEGUN?  
Where the applicant wishes to make an amendment to the building consent issued based on a 
MultiProof (for example, a material substitution or a design change), the BCA will need to assess 
the proposed change to determine whether it:  
 complies with the Building Code  
 is a minor variation (as defined in regulations) or otherwise.  
 
Where the change is minor or its effect is localised to a particular building component, the BCA will 
have to assess (using its normal amendment processes) whether the change complies with the 
Building Code and whether it needs to be formally amended. There should be no need to reassess 
the remainder of the building for Building Code compliance.  
 
However, where a change is significant (for example, a cladding type change), the BCA may need 
to re-assess the majority of the building, or indeed the whole design, for Building Code compliance, 
including the part already assessed and approved by the Department.  
 
Any information needed to undertake this reassessment, if needed, may be sought from both the 
building consent holder and the Department.  
 
BCAs should refer to guidance published by the Department on minor variations to building 
consents.  
 
 
WHAT IS THE BCA’S RESPONSIBILITY IN DEALING WITH MULTIPROOFS?  
In simple terms, the BCA is not responsible for:  
 checking the Building Code compliance of those parts of the design approved by the 

Department  
 the effect on Building Code compliance of any customisations approved by the Department.  
 
However, the BCA is responsible for:  
 being reasonably satisfied that the building consent application, including any 

customisations, complies with attached MultiProof (including through the declaration supplied 
by the applicant)  

 ensuring that all conditions of the MultiProof (for example, wind zone or snow loading 
limitations) will be met in the proposed site  

 assessing the Building Code compliance of any site-specific features that have not been 
approved by the Department (for example, foundations or site drainage)  

 ensuring that the building work is carried out in accordance with the building consent  
 assessing and approving any amendments sought by the applicant once building work has 

begun  
 issuing a code compliance certificate, once satisfied compliance has been achieved  
 informing the Department of any non-compliances contained in the MultiProof  
 keeping all necessary records and information.  
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PLUMBERS, GASFITTERS AND DRAINLAYERS 
NEW AUTHORISATION CARDS 

 
Under the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Act 2006, all persons carrying out sanitary 
plumbing, gasfitting and drainlaying work are required to be authorised by the Board to carry out 
this restricted work. 
 
This year the Board is introducing a new look authorisation card (copy of proof enclosed). The card 
is designed to give greater clarify to industry, consumers and yourself about what tradespersons 
are licensed to do. The Board would be grateful if you could please familiarise yourself with the 
new card design as it will be a quick indicator as to whether the holder is authorised to carry out 
the work you may be inspected. 
 
Any holder requiring a supervisor will have the word “Restricted” appear under the trade required. 
Supervision details for the trade will be found on the back of the card. In addition, the respective 
trades are colour coded with all trades included on one card. 
 
Please remember that you can also confirm the status of tradespeople by searching the Public 
Register on the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board (“the Board”) website 
www.pgdb.co.nz. Alternatively, please feel free to contact the Board on 0800 743 262 should you 
have any queries. 
 
The new license period for plumbers, gasfitters and drainlayers starts on 1 April 2011. 
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LOOK FOR THE LICENCE! 

 

 
The Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board is introducing a new look authorisation card which 
is designed to give greater clarify to industry, consumers and Building consent Authority Officials 
about what tradespersons are licensed to do. It will also detail what that person’s supervision 
requirements are, if any. 
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SIMPLIFYING TIMBER TREATMENT 

 
Simplifying Timber Treatment 
Treatment to protect timber from decay and insects will be simpler from 4 April, Building and Construction 
Minister Maurice Williamson announced today. 
 
“This will make it easier to build safe, durable homes cost effectively while maintaining, and in some aspects 
improving, protection against fungal decay for timber-framed homes. It follows extensive work with the timber 
and building industry over the past two years and submissions showed a high level of support for the 
proposals,” Mr Williamson said. 
 
A transition period will let industry adjust to the change which becomes fully effective on 1 July. 
 
The Minister said the key change is that there will be a single class of timber treatment, H1.2, for almost all 
enclosed timber framing. 
 
“Currently there are as many as four different classes of timber, including untreated timber, used to frame a 
house. This is complex, costly and can lead to mistakes on site. For example, timber framing in the external 
walls of a house must be treated but framing for internal walls can be untreated as can roof trusses. Under 
the new system H1.2 will be used for internal walls and roof trusses too.” 
 
Mr Williamson said untreated Douglas fir could be used, but only for houses of a defined low-risk design. 
“Untreated Douglas fir is more resistant to decay than untreated radiata pine, but less than H1.2 treated 
timber.” 
 
The Minister said this was the first of a number of changes to the Building Code and associated documents 
that are likely to be rolled out this year. 
 
“My goal is an efficient, productive sector that stands behind the quality of its work and ‘builds it right first 
time’. We need to simplify and clarify the Building Code to make it easier for everyone to understand how to 
comply and to design and construct buildings that are safe and durable for New Zealanders.” 
 
The changes: 
 Timber treatment class H1.2 can be used for almost all enclosed framing. Currently there are as many 

as four different classes of timber used within a house including untreated timber. 
 People who don’t want to use treated timber can use untreated Douglas Fir but only in low-risk houses 

of simple design. Untreated Douglas Fir is more resistant to decay than untreated radiate pine, but not 
as resistant as H1.2 treated timber. 

 Timber treatment class H3.2 must be used for cantilevered deck joists and framing. This is a prudent 
safety precaution as cantilevered decks depend more critically on the strength of the timber to prevent 
collapse. 

 
Why change? 
 The current system is complex, costly and can lead to mistakes on site. The new system is: simpler 

and clearer; maintains and in some aspects improves protection against decay for consumers; reduces 
inventory costs; reduces the risk of mistakes on site. 

 The Department of Building and Housing has worked closely with the timber and building industry to 
identify ways to simplify and clarify the system, improve quality assurance and maintain the current 
level of protection. 

 There were 237 submissions on the proposals. Seventy-five percent supported a single hazard class 
for framing timber; more than 90% agreed that H1.2 provides adequate protection from decay for 
framing which is enclosed; about 75% supported the use of untreated Douglas Fir for simple designs in 
low risk situations. 

 
Why allow the use of untreated Douglas Fir? 
 Douglas Fir is more resistant to decay than untreated radiata pine and is suitable for low-risk houses of 

simple design. The Department of Building and Housing has defined what is considered a low-risk 
design. 
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND HOUSING 
UPDATED NO 113, 4 MARCH 2011 

 
NEW TIMBER TREATMENT SYSTEM 
A simpler system for timber treatment will come into effect from 4 April 2011, through the 
Department’s amendment of the Acceptable Solution B2/AS1.  The new timber treatment system 
retains and, in some aspects, improves the current level of consumer protection and may also 
reduce costs. 
 
The changes follow public consultation by the Department in September and October last year. 
Submissions were overall strongly supportive of the proposals, which are adopted with little change 
but some clarification.  
A summary of key issues raised in the consultation is available on the Departments website. 
 
 
ONE TREATMENT CLASS FOR ENCLOSED FRAMING 
The changes allow a single treatment class, H1.2, to be used for nearly all enclosed framing. The 
current system has as many as four different classes of timber, including untreated timber, used to 
frame a house. This is complex and can lead to mistakes on site. 
 
Streamlining the use of treated timber is expected to reduce errors in the use of timber, and to 
simplify choice and supply inventories. It should also make the consent and inspection process 
more straightforward. 
 
The H1.2 treatment class has a boron treatment. Recent scientific research has shown that, for 
framing timber, H1.2 boron provides comparable protection against fungal decay to LOSP H3.1. In 
some parts of buildings, such as internal walls, the level of protection will increase. 
 
The changes apply only to radiata pine and Douglas fir; not to other species. 
 
 
EXCEPTIONS 
There are two exceptions to the single treatment class: 
 Cantilevered deck joists and framing require a higher treatment class, H3.2, as cantilevered 

decks depend more critically on the strength of the timber to prevent collapse. 
 Untreated Douglas fir can be used for houses of a defined low-risk design. Douglas fir is 

more resistant to decay than untreated radiata pine, but not as resistant as treated radiata 
pine. 

 
 
TRANSITION PERIOD 
A transition period of about three months will give industry time to adjust to the changes, which 
come into effect on 4 April. From that date until 30 June 2011, both the current and the new 
versions will apply as Acceptable Solutions for consenting purposes. From 1 July 2011 only the 
new B2/AS1 will apply as an Acceptable Solution. 
 
The new system is being publicised in March, April and May through a nationwide series of BRANZ 
seminars. Building consent officials, architects and designers, and builders who wish to attend 
should register now at www.branz.co.nz. 
 
The proposed changes are part of the Government’s drive to make it easier for everyone to 
access, understand and comply with the Building Code and hence to ‘build it right first time’. 
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WHAT ARE THE PROPOSED CHANGES?  
The changes introduce a single treatment class for nearly all enclosed timber framing by 
amendment to the Acceptable Solution B2/AS1.  
 H1.2 treatment is to be used for nearly all enclosed timber framing. This includes internal 

walls and roof framing. (The treatment option in the amendment is boron, but other treatment 
chemicals may be considered in future.)  

 People who do not want to use treated timber can use Douglas fir, but only for houses of 
defined low-risk design.  

 Cantilevered deck joists and framing require a higher level of treatment, H3.2.  
 The changes apply only to radiata pine and Douglas fir; there is no change for other species.  
 
 
WHAT WERE THE KEY ISSUES RAISED IN CONSULTATION?  
The Department consulted on the changes in September and October last year and received 237 
submissions. There was overall strong support for the proposals which are being introduced largely 
unchanged, but with some clarifications.  
 
1.  About 75% supported a single treatment class for framing timber. Three key points 

were raised in consultation:  
 
 Whether higher hazard classes should be allowed. 
 The Department encourages the use of H1.2, but acknowledges that designers may have 

particular reasons to use higher classes in certain situations. It is therefore continuing to allow 
higher treatments to be used (supported by sector education).  

 
 Whether roof trusses need to be treated.  
 In the interests of clarity, simplicity and inventory rationalisation, the Acceptable Solution 

specifies that roof trusses are to be treated to the same level as all other enclosed framing 
(apart from cantilevered deck joists and framing which require a higher treatment).  

 
 Whether all enclosed deck framing should be H3.2, rather than only cantilevered deck 

joists and framing as proposed.  
 The risk profile of other enclosed deck framing is not as high as that of cantilevered decks. 

Cantilevered decks depend more critically on the strength of the timber to prevent collapse. 
Therefore, only cantilevered deck joists and framing are specified as H3.2.  

 
 
2.  More than 90% agreed that H1.2 provides adequate protection from decay for enclosed 

framing. Two key points were raised in consultation:  
 
 Whether the H1.2 boron concentration should be higher.  
 The need for an increase in the concentration of boron (ie, the preservative involved) is not 

supported by the Department’s research or specialist advice.  
 
 Whether solvent-based azoles should be included as H1.2.  
 The proposal in the discussion document to exclude solvent-based preservatives from H1.2, 

was arrived at after considerable discussions with the sector, and submissions did not raise 
anything new. Therefore, solvent-based azoles have not been included as H1.2.  

 
 
3.  About 75% supported the use of untreated Douglas fir for houses of low-risk design. 

Three key points were raised in consultation:  
 
 Whether untreated Douglas fir is fit for purpose.  
 The science and expert opinion support the use of untreated Douglas fir for low-risk buildings. 

The Acceptable Solution therefore allows the use of untreated Douglas fir for houses of 
defined low-risk design.  
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 Whether allowing untreated Douglas fir creates unnecessary complexity.  
 The Department sought to balance simplicity, risk and the provision of a chemical-free option 

for consumers. Douglas fir is therefore allowed for houses of defined low-risk design.  
 
 Whether wider use of untreated Douglas fir should be allowed.  
 Given the support for simplification, the risk to internal framing from internal wet areas, and 

the risk of transferred moisture from external walls, the Acceptable Solution does not provide 
for untreated roof framing or internal framing in other than low-risk houses.  

 
 The untreated Douglas fir option does not apply to commercial buildings, because some uses 

for commercial buildings may have a higher moisture risk. 
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QUICK GUIDE TO TIMBER TREATMENT FOR ENCLOSED FRAMING  
 
Pink is Tough 
 
This guide is issued as guidance under section 175 of the Building Act 2004. While the Department 
has taken care in preparing the document, it should not be relied upon as establishing compliance 
with all relevant clauses of the Building Act or Building Code in all cases that may arise. The 
Document may be updated from time to time and the latest version is available from the 
Department’s website at www.dbh.govt.nz. 
 
Please ensure that you all visit Department of Building and Housing’s website and download a 
copy or hard copies may be available from your local Council building consents counter. 
 
The following extract from the guide is on untreated Douglas fir. Please note this is only part of the 
guide and you should read the full document. 
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TIMBER FRAMED BUILDINGS HANDBOOK 

 
Public comment: DZ SNZ HB 3604, Timber Framed Buildings Handbook 
 
During the development of the Timber-framed buildings Standard, NZS 3604:2011, the need for a 
Handbook containing a collection of figures and tables extracted from the Standard was identified. 
Standards New Zealand undertook four consultation meetings with various interested parties and 
the draft SNZ HB 3604:2011 Timber-framed buildings Handbook: Excerpts from NZS 3604:2011 is 
the outcome of that consultation. 
 
SNZ HB 3604:2011 will provide users with a collection of figures and tables extracted from NZS 
3604 most frequently used on-site and directs them to the appropriate section of the Standard for 
the full information. The Handbook has been designed to contain a minimal amount of text, so that 
the full Standard does not need to be carried on-site. To ensure the Handbook aligns with NZS 
3604, figures and tables have been numbered identically, and colour coding of the figures and 
tables replicates that of the Standard. 
 
The Handbook brings together specific information often contained in scattered locations 
throughout NZS 3604 for elements of framing such as member sizes, spacings, spans, fixings, 
specific construction requirements and the effects that changes make to the design. 
 
The working group for SNZ HB 3604 has stressed the Handbook has been designed to assist 
users on site, not replace the use of the Standard. 
 
 

 
The closing date for comment on this draft handbook was Wednesday 16 March 2011. 

 
In a future edition of the Invercargill City Council Building Sector News, we will inform you 

when this handbook is issued and where you may obtain a copy. 
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STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND INFORMATION – NZS 3604, 2011 

 
Standards New Zealand has just published NZS 3604:2011 Timber-framed buildings. 
 
NZS 3604 provides builders, architects, engineers, designers, and students with methods and 
details for the design and construction of timber-framed structures not requiring specific 
engineering design. The Standard is a core resource for building consent authorities determining 
compliance with the New Zealand Building Code, and gives guidance to builders and other 
involved in the construction of light timber framed buildings. 
 
A limited technical review of NZS 3604 commenced in 2009 with support and input from a 
leadership group and technical development committee including a range of stakeholders from 
various industry sectors. The user friendliness of the original Standard’s format has been retained 
in the revised document, and improvements to the layout and presentation of figures and tables 
have also been made. 
 
OVERVIEW OF THE CHANGES TO NZS 3604 
In addition to updating NZS 3604 to reflect changes in building practices over the past 10 years, 
the limited technical review has encompassed the following: 
 
 The AS/NZS 1170 Structural design actions Standards series is referenced in clause B1/VM1 

under the New Zealand Building Code (NZBC). NZS 3604:2011 has been updated to reflect 
the provisions of the AS/NZS 1170 Structural design actions Standards series.  

 Section 4 on durability has been brought into line with the NZBC. Text has been added on 
recent product development, durability of fixings, and adjustments made to the exposure 
zone maps.  

 The coverage of bracing in section 5 has been reviewed to improve readability and to clarify 
requirements where our users have indicated value could be added.  

 The Department of Building and Housing's Acceptable Solution E2/AS1 has superseded 
section 11 in the revised NZS 3604. With E2/AS1 being updated and extended in parallel with 
NZS 3604:2011, the original content of section 11 has been replaced by a small section 
addressing the interface between NZS 3604:2011 and E2/AS1. Accordingly, all design 
information on cladding has been removed from NZS 3604:2011.  

 Requirements have been added on new building techniques and materials, in particular 
engineered timber products and trussed roof framing now commonly used in buildings.  

 
REFERENCING IN NZBC INTENDED 
The Department of Building and Housing has consulted on an amended B1/AS1, referencing NZS 
3604:2011, and an amended E2/AS1.  
 
These documents have been developed to work together and, subject to final decisions following 
consultation, the Department intends to issue them at the same time, in mid 2011. The amended 
documents are intended to take effect as soon as they are published. In the meantime, designers 
would need to present designs using NZS 3604:2011 as alternative solutions when seeking 
building consent.  
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YOU CAN CHOOSE FROM FOUR PURCHASING OPTIONS 
 
1. NZS 3604: 2011 – Hard Copy 
 Folder with two hole punch level arch mechanisms, card section tabs, and inner pages 
 Purchase a hard copy version – retail: $285.00 (ex GST) 
 or for Standards New Zealand members: $228.00 (ex GST) 
 
 Bulk Hard Copy Orders 
 Orders of 30 or more hard copies of NZS 3604 can attract additional discounts. Please email 

marketing@standards.co.nz for a quotation. 
 
2. NZS 3604:2011 – Electronic Copy (PDF) 
 Purchase an electronic copy and save 10% - retail: $256.50 (ex GST) 
 or for Standards New Zealand members: $205.20 (ex GST) 
 
3. Subscribe to NZS 3604:2011 or add it to your Online Library portfolio 
 Subscribe to receive 24/7 access to NZS 3604:2011, and automatic updates for revisions 

and amendments. More information is available at our Online Library information page on our 
website www.standards.co.nz, and on the back of the enclosed order form. 

 
4. NZS 3604:2011 – CD-ROM – available from 1 March 2011 
 Single PDF with in-document hyperlinks 
 To pre-order a copy of NZS 3604:2011 CD-ROM email enquiries@standards.co.nz or call 

our Customers Services and Sales Team on 0800 782 632 during business hours. 
 

Please note: prices listed are subject to change 
 
Purchasing is easy 
 Order online from our webshop at www.standards.co.nz (keyword ‘3604’) 
 Email your order to enquiries@standards.co.nz 
 Call our Customer Services Team on 0800 782 632 
 Complete and return the enclosed order form 
 
Become a member and save 
Standards New Zealand members receive a 20% discount. For more information on Standards 
New Zealand membership, call us now on 0800 735 656. 
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QUIZ ON ARTICLES IN THIS NEWS SHEET 

 
1. The table in which Building Code acceptable solution has examples of durability requirements 

for building elements is  
a. B1 
b. B2 
c. E2 

 
2. Multiproof certificates are issued by 
 a. The Minister 
 b. The Local Council 
 c. The Department of Building and Housing 
 
3. How many multiproof certificates have been issued up to 1 April 2011? 
 a. 4 
 b. 5 
 c. 10 
 
4. A Building Consent Authority must accept a multiproof as evidence of building code 

compliance. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
5. A multiproof certificate replaces both a building consent and a certificate of acceptance. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
6. A multiproof certificate should be regarded as a tool for demonstrating Building Code 

compliance. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
7. An applicant for a building consent that provides a multifproof certificate as evidence of 

Building Code compliance will also, as part of the building consent application provide site 
specific information. 

 a. True 
 b. False 
 
8. Where a building consent has been issued using multiproof as the means of compliance, no 

variations or amendments are permitted to the building consent. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
9. From what date is the new timber treatment system come into effect? 
 a. 1 March 2011 
 b. 1 April 2011 
 c. 4 April 2011 
 
10. The new timber treatment is for radiata pine and Douglas fir only. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
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11. The new timber treatment system is for: 
 a. H1.1 
 b. H1.2 
 c. H3.1 
 
12. A transition period of approximately ___ months will give industry time to adjust to the 

changes. 
 a. one month 
 b. two months 
 c. three months 
 
13. Cantilevered deck joists will require treatment to: 
 a. H1.2 
 b. H3.2 
 c. H5.1 
 
14. Untreated Douglas fir can be used for houses of a defined low-risk design. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
15. Roof trusses are required to be treated to H1.2 under the new scheme. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
16. Untreated Douglas fir does not apply to commercial buildings. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
17. A new handbook for NZS 3604:2011 is under development. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
 
18. The new NZS 3604:2011 could be used as an alternative solution prior to it replace the 1999 

3604 version. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
19. NZS 3604 needed to be updated to align with AS / NZS _____ structural design. 
 a. 3604 
 b. 1170 
 c. 4121 
 
20. Timber in NZS 3604:2011 is now referred to as SG – structural grade. The three grades are 

SG6, SG8 and SG_____. 
 a. 9 
 b. 10 
 c. 12 
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ANSWERS TO QUIZ 

 

 

11. b 1. b 

12. c 2. c 

13. b 3. b 

14. a 4. a 

15. a 5. b 

16. a 6. a 

17. a 7. a 

18. a 8. b 

19. b 9. c 

20. b 10. a 
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