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In this issue we have articles on:  

 Compliance Documents – NZBC Clause B2 Durability 

 New Version 

 Amendment 7 

 Quiz on articles in this newsletter 
 
For any enquiries regarding this news sheet, please contact Simon Tonkin on (03) 211 1777 
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COMPLIANCE DOCUMENT 
NEW ZEALAND BUILDING CODE  

CLAUSE B2 DURABILITY 

 
The Department of Building and Housing has released Amendment 7 of Clause B2 – Durability. 
 

Please note that the new version of the Acceptable Solution (in Amendment 7) takes effect on 
4 April 2011. However, there will be a transition period where the existing version (Amendment 6) 
can be used for consenting purposes up to and including 30 June 2011. From 1 July 2011 only 
Amendment 7 applies. 

 
Clause B2 – durability is reproduced for your information.  
 
Please note that the changes are clearly signalled in the document. Look to the bottom of the page 
and it will have a date – the latest date is 4 April 2011. 
 
You can then check that page and the changes / additions are clearly acted. 
 
The flow chart, figure 1 assessment of durability requirement has not changed and its date at the 
bottom of the page is 28 February 1998. 
 
You will note the compliance document has page numbers shown as . You will also note that 
these numbers are not concurrent as there is no  for example. This is because this page is blank 
so obviously we haven’t copied a blank page. 
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QUIZ ON ARTICLES IN THIS NEWS SHEET 

 
1. Clause B2 Durability latest amendment 7 comes into full effect from __________.  

a. 1 April 2011 
b. 1 June 2011 
c. 1 July 2011 

 
2. Amendment 6 of clause B2 Durability has a transition period up to __________. 
 a. 1 April 2011 
 b. 30 June 2011 
 c. 30 July 2011 
 
3. The changes to clause B2 Durability are only in the acceptable solution B2 / AS1. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
4. The references in B2 Durability include NZS 3604, 2011. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
5. Under the definitions in B2 Durability, a person is: 
 a. a single person 
 b. excludes the crown 
 c. includes the crown, a corporation sole and also a body of persons whether corporate or 

unincorporated. 
 
6. Under the definitions in B2 Durability an unprotected area includes non fire rated windows, 

doors or other openings and non fire rated external wall construction. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
7. Under clause B2 Durability amendment 7 has changes to the verification method. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
8. The acceptable solution B2 / AS1 has sections on maintenance and scheduled maintenance. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
9. Under the acceptable solution B2 / AS1, table 1A, timber used for interior flooring – radiata 

pine and Douglas fir is required to be treated to: 
 a. H1.1 
 b. H1.2 
 c. H3.2 
 
10. Under the acceptable solution B2 / AS1, table 1A, battens used behind cladding to form a 

cavity are required to be treated to: 
 a. H1.1 
 b. H1.2 
 c. H3.1 
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11. Under the acceptable solution B2 / AS1, table A1, cantilevered enclosed deck joists and 
associated framing are required to be treated to: 

 a. H1.2 
 b. H3.1 
 c. H3.2 
 
12. Under the acceptable solution B2 / AS1, table A1, any metal flashing shall be separated from 

treated timber with: 
 a. an air gap 
 b. a timber batten 
 c. building paper 
 
13. Under the acceptable solution B2 / AS1, table A1, all roof trusses and purlins are required to 

be treated to: 
 a. H1.1 
 b. H1.2 
 c. H3.1 
 
14. Under the acceptable solution B2 / AS1, table A1, eaves framing are required to be treated 

to: 
 a. H1.1 
 b. H1.2 
 c. H3.1 
 
15. Under the acceptable solution B2 / AS1, table A1, an internal timber stair treat risers and 

handrails require no timber treatment. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
16. Under the acceptable solution B2 / AS1, untreated Douglas fir can be used for roof members 

as long as certain conditions are met. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
17. Under the acceptable solution B2 / AS1, untreated Douglas fir can be used in a very high 

wind zone. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
 
18. Under the acceptable solution B2 / AS1, colour coding for hazard class H1.2 shall be: 
 a. Black 
 b. Green 
 c. Pink 
 
19. Under the acceptable solution B2 / AS1, hazard class H3.1 can have no colour but must be 

branded repetitively along the length at _____mm. 
 a. 1000mm 
 b. 1500mm 
 c. 2000mm 
 
20. Under the acceptable solution B2 / AS1, the assessment of durability requirement figure 1 

has changed significantly from previous amendments of B2 / AS1. 
 a. True 
 b. False 
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The following questions relate to durability requirements of building elements from Table 1 B2 / 
AS1. 
 
21. A cavity batten requires what durability when attached to a wall cladding providing bracing? 
 a. 5 years 
 b. 15 years 
 c. 50 years 
 
22. A cavity batten requires what durability where the wall cladding durability requirement is 15 

years? 
 a. 5 years 
 b. 15 years 
 c. 50 years 
 
23. A damp proof course DPC requires what durability when used under non structural timber 

framing? 
 a. 5 years 
 b. 15 years 
 c. 50 years 
 
24. A nail, screw or bolt used to fix non structural or moderately difficult to replace building 

elements requires what durability? 
 a. 5 years 
 b. 15 years 
 c. 50 years 
 
25. An external gutter or downpipe requires that durability? 
 a. 5 years 
 b. 15 years 
 c. 50 years 
 
26. A free standing solid fuel burner requires what durability? 
 a. 5 years 
 b. 15 years 
 c. 50 years 
 
27. An inbuilt solid fuel burner requires what durability? 
 a. 5 years 
 b. 15 years 
 c. 50 years 
 
28. Insulation requires what durability? 
 a. 5 years 
 b. 15 years 
 c. 50 years 
 
29. A safety barrier (balustrade, baluster and handrail) requires what durability? 
 a. 5 years 
 b. 15 years 
 c. 50 years 
 
30. A valve on a plumbing system that is concealed or moderately difficult to replace requires 

what durability? 
 a. 5 years 
 b. 15 years 
 c. 50 years 
 

Issue No. 136 31 May 2011 



ANSWERS TO QUIZ 

 

 

16. a 1. a 

17. b 2. b 

18. c 3. a 

19. b 4. b 

20. b 5. c 

21. c 6. a 

22. b 7. b 

23. b 8. a 

24. b 9. b 

25. a 10. c 

26. a 11. b 

27. b 12. c 

28. c 13. b 

29. c 14. b 

30. b 15. a 
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