




















Queens Park Management Plan 2011

1.12.9

1.12.10

Horticulture’. The money was actually bequeathed to the Invercargill Horticultural
Society which in turn gave it to Council as they did not have a suitable area or the
resources for such a project. Because of Mr Speden'’s love of alpine plants and in
particular native alpine plants, the original rock garden featured native alpine
plants. However, with the extended development of the New Zealand Plant
Section from 1966 onwards and the development of a new native alpine garden,
the Rock Garden was gradually converted to exotic alpines and rock plants.

The Rock Garden was constructed with limestone from the Forest Hill Lime
Company and construction was supervised by Mr Carl Teschner of Dunedin. The
use of limestone in construction of the Rock Garden, while having some
limitations as to what can be grown, highlights the rock occurring naturally in the
Southland area.

Future:

The Rock Garden is currently being renovated. Development includes the
introduction of signage and interpretation together with improving access to the
Garden.

Herbaceous Border

This area was developed in 1962/1963 in conjunction with construction of the
Southland Times Centennial Fountain. Unfortunately the impractical design of the
fountain caused it to fall into disrepair and it was removed and the Millennium
Garden has replaced it.

Unfortunately at the time of planting, too many background trees and shrubs were
planted so that over the years the area for herbaceous plants became less and
less and some have had to be removed. Continued maintenance of this area will
ensure that trees do not become overgrown.

The aim of the herbaceous border is to display a good range of herbaceous plants
which will provide a colourful display over a longer period and demonstrate which
are suitable for local conditions.

Future:

Future developments in this area may include the introduction of signage and
interpretation.

Exotic Wetland Garden

The Exotic Wetland Garden was constructed in 1960 and was commonly called
the Bog Garden by staff due to its wet nature. Originally the southern part of the
garden was designed as an iris garden and was constructed so as to recognise
the Iris Convention which was held in the City during that year. Because of
extensive shading from surrounding trees, it was never a success as an iris
garden. After a period, the irises were removed and it was planted with fuchsias.
In 1979 the fuchsias were removed as, while they made a nice display for a short
period during the summer, for much of the year the area had little interest.

7 Murihiku - The Southland Story (2006); ‘The Southland to 2006" Book Project Committee
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1.12.12
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The area now displays a comprehensive collection of plants which prefer moist, or
wetland conditions and provides interest from September until March.

Future:

Future developments in this area may include the introduction of signage and
interpretation.

Herb Garden

This area is on the north side of the Blind Centre and is maintained by the
Southland Herb Society.

Ornamental Tree Management

One of the key issues for managing trees and vegetation in Queens Park and for
providing a pleasant environment for park users is the strong salt laden wind that
occurs from the west/south west quarters. Maintaining and replacing shelter trees
is an ongoing and essential role of the Parks Division. In general, deciduous
trees are very reliant on the shelter provided by Pinus radiata and Cupressus
macrocarpa. Without this shelter, the heavily salt laden spring and early summer
winds could damage the soft growth of deciduous trees.

Shading is quite severe and prolonged in some parts of the Park and this has an
influence on what plants can be grown, where they can be grown and how well
they grow.

The Park and shelter belts have been designed to provide "rooms" of sheltered
areas allowing ornaments trees to be showcased. Hedges also provide an
important shelter role in the Park.

The golf course is also reliant on the shelter provided by the trees in Queens
Park. Trees and vegetation along the road boundaries provide a barrier to stop
golf balls from flying outside of the golf course.

A plant tagging system has been undertaken in the Park and, while not complete,
has almost 3,000 trees on the system. The tagging system is linked to Council’s
GIS aerial mapping system meaning trees can be selected from an aerial image
and identified. Members of the public can note a tag number from a tree and
have it identified.

Future:

More trees and shrubs will be added to the plant tagging system and these lists
will be available for the public to help them identify trees in the Park.

Airport Height Restriction

Under the Invercargill City District Plan 2005, airport height and obstacle
clearance restrictions are placed on the take off and approach surfaces. This is to
ensure the safe and efficient functioning of the Invercargill Airport and in
particular, the safety of aircraft operations.

Queens Park falls within the Take Off and Approach zone of the Invercargill
Airport. This has an impact on the management of the Park by setting a
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Associates, Landscape Architects of Dunedin were employed to produce concept
drawings and the detailed design was prepared by McDowell Architects.

The Queens Park Aviary was opened in Spring 1998 with generous funding of
$750,000 from the Community Trust of Southland, as well as contributions of
money or birds from Grey Power Southland, Cage Bird Club, Forest and Bird
Society and many individuals.

The Aviary performs several functions. It assists in the public’'s enjoyment of
Queens Park and the range of birds provides educational opportunities for various
interested parties. Some of the exotic birds provide examples of those species
which are suitable for domestic aviaries. The native birds are often the only
example of native avifauna that tourists and other visitors may encounter while in
the Southland region.

The Aviary is seen as an important attraction in Queens Park adding value to the
experiences of park users. The Aviary provides important educational
opportunities and entertainment value.

The complex has been designed to ensure that birds enjoy a warm and sheltered
living environment. The site itself has an open sunny position and each Aviary
unit includes an enclosed roosting area which provides both protection and
privacy.

The Aviary includes a large walk-through flight where visitors can walk amongst
and watch a variety of species interact including, but not limited to, doves,
budgerigars, canaries and cockatiels.

Members of the parrot family, including the South Island Kaka, Antipodes Island
Parakeet and Kea, are on display in separate flights. The Aviary is also home to
the rarest waterfowl in the world, the Campbell Island Teal.

The Aviary is part of a New Zealand Captive Breeding Programme which includes
the Antipode Island Parakeet and South Island Kara.

The Aviary is open to the public throughout the year from 8am till dusk and the
Parks Division offers pre-arranged guided tours for groups. Opening hours are
kept under constant review.

Future:

Any additions of new species not currently on display may be considered,
especially those that provide an advocacy role and assist in the protection of that
species.

Wild and Feral Fauna

In general, wild and feral animals are problem or pest fauna preying on other birds
and animals, competing for food and destroying plants.

Queens Park supports a very good population of wild birds. Native birds to be
found in the Park include tui, kereru (Wood Pigeon), fantail and bellbird. At some
times of the year, the call of the Little Owl may be heard during the day.
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The Aviary has been designed to accommodate groups of students and has
interpretation panels for self-guided tours. A curriculum-based booklet of
activities called "Remarkable Birds" was prepared in 2005 to help teachers
achieve the best educational outcomes from their visit to Queens Park Aviary.

The Animal Reserve has been redeveloped with a "farm yard" theme to allow
better access to the animals and to improve educational opportunities.
Information panels are found around the reserve and guided tours are popular
with children who can have a hands-on experience with some of the animals.

During the period January 2004 until December 2007, 76 groups went on guided
tours through the Aviary and 37 groups through the Animal Reserve with a total of
3,230 people. The majority of these people were part of school groups with 66%
of all visitors on guided tours being primary school aged students.

Other theme gardens in the Park also display useful educational information.

Future:

Future developments of the educational aspects of Queens Park may include the
enhancement of the "self educational" facilities available. Promotion of the
Aviary, Animal Reserve and other areas as destinations for interest groups,
development of the Learning Centre and providing seasonal gardening
demonstrations for park users are all important aspects of education in Queens
Park.

Drainage

One of the limitations with managing Queens Park over the years has been the
poor drainage. The issue of poor drainage was recognised as far back as 1863
when the native forest - Taurakitewaru, began to be cleared and has been an
ongoing problem for the Park since, with numerous references conceming
drainage. The wet nature of the reserve and the resulting poor drainage is typical
of the low lying land in the area and is likely to always be a problem.

> In 1915 when the Queens Park Golf Club was formed, a great deal of
maintenance work particularly with regard to drainage was undertaken by
Council.

> Considerable amounts of drainage works were carried out by James
McPherson, during his tenure as Superintendent of Reserves (1926-1933).

> In 1971 drainage again became a problem and many existing drains had to be
renewed or lifted and re-laid.

> In 1986 drains throughout the Park required continuing attention because of
their age. During the 1986/1987 year, the City’s major relief storm water drain
was laid through the Park from Newcastle Street to Fox Street (Windsor
Drain). During the course of laying the drain, new connections for Park
drainage were made and this greatly increased the efficiency of drainage in
the northern half of the Park.

> In 1992 the North Invercargill relief storm water drain was laid through the
Park from St Andrew Street to Kelvin Street. As with the Windsor drain, new
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connections for park drainage were made to this major City drain to improve
drainage in the southern half of the Park.

» An enclosed drain running between the Animal Reserve and St Andrew Street
track was reopened, contoured and planted in 2004. This has improved
drainage conditions in this area and the enhancements have made the open
stream a feature of the area.

Future:

Future developments should look at further opportunities for improvements to the
drainage system as well as opportunities for enhancing the Park through the
establishment and planting of open streams.

Park Misuse, Vandalism and Nuisance

Misuse of the Park is generally of a minor nature and includes such things as
riding bikes in areas not permitted, abuse of the dog control policies and dropping
rubbish.

Acts of vandalism include graffiti damage to park furniture, fire, removal or
damage to vegetation, theft and turf damage by vehicles on the Park.

Nuisance is where people behave in a manner that annoys, offends or endangers
park users.

The design and location of paths, lighting, fences and vegetation all have an
influence on crime prevention in Queens Park. Security Cameras are in place
around the Park. Vehicle access to the Park is closed between dusk and dawn
although people can still walk through the Park at night.

Future:

When development takes place consideration will be given, when possible, to
ways of limiting opportunities of misuse, vandalism and nuisance.

Control and Management

Queens Park is under the control and management of the Invercargill City Council
Parks Division.

Clubs which own facilities and/or use fields or grounds on Queens Park have their
responsibilities defined within their lease documents and are fully responsible for
maintenance of their buildings and, in some cases, grounds. Clubs which have
car parking associated with their buildings are responsible for development and
maintenance of the car park to an approved level.

In addition to the Park Asset staff who oversee the day to day management and
future planning of the Park, there are 14.5 full time equivalent staff members
dedicated to Queens Park. Their roles include attendants in the Aviary and
Winter Gardens, gardeners, maintenance operators and arborists.
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