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Monday 1 September, 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Councillors briefed on major transaction


Invercargill City Councillors have today been briefed about a major transaction 
involving Electricity Invercargill Limited (EIL), one of the subsidiary companies of 
Invercargill City Holdings Limited (Holdco), which is owned by the ratepayers of 
Invercargill.


EIL and its joint venture partner, The Power Company Limited (TPCL), have 
increased their investment in the OtagoNet Joint Venture Company for an 
undisclosed sum.


Mayor Tim Shadbolt said that Councillors were briefed in August about moves by 
the two joint venture partners to bid for an increased share of OtagoNet.  Results of 
the bid were opened today and the EIL-TPCL joint venture was declared successful.


“The electricity industry is extremely complex and highly competitive.  Directors and 
staff have worked hard on this bid and I am delighted that they have been 
successful.  Holdco and EIL are a very important part of Council’s revenue stream 
because their dividends help keep rates increases down for ratepayers – so this is 
very good news,” Mr Shadbolt said.


Holdco Chairman, Cr Graham Sycamore also welcomed news of the successful bid 
and said it further strengthened the portfolio of EIL and Holdco.
“The Board of EIL has worked through the complex bid process, with staff and 
specialised consultants, and will now bring a full proposal through to Holdco.
“Holdco will also engage specialists to peer review the work of EIL’s consultants and 
in turn bring a recommendation through to Council as to the level of investment it 
should take up in the newly structured OtagoNet.”


Cr Sycamore said he expected Holdco’s recommendation to be considered by 
Council prior to the end of September.


ENDS.


Inquiries, Mayor Tim Shadbolt, (03) 2111 777, or Cr Graham Sycamore (0274) 395 
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045.
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Tuesday 2 September, 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


New approach aims for “forgiving” roads and survivable 
crashes


Around 70 people from different walks of life but all connected to the road 
transport sector are working together in Invercargill this week to try a new, 
collaborative approach to make Southland’s roads safer.


The 70 participants are attending the Safe System in Practice Workshop, 
arranged by the New Zealand Transport Agency, together with the 
Invercargill City, Southland District and Gore District Councils, on 
Wednesday and Thursday at the Civic Theatre.


Invercargill City Council Roading Manager Russell Pearson said the 
Workshop was an intensive and challenging two-day interactive course for 
the Southland road transport sector.


He was delighted at the high level of participation, which included teams from 
the New Zealand Police, local engineering consultants, contractors, ACC, 
Fonterra, councils’ planners, engineers, Councillors and executive members.


Mr Pearson said all of the participants were passionate about contributing to 
making the roads across Southland safer and organisers appreciated their
commitment in devoting two days to the Workshop. 


“We see this as an exciting opportunity to better understand how the 
Government’s Safer Journeys Strategy will work and gives a forum for ideas 
to be shared on how to make the changes necessary to significantly reduce 
the number of fatalities and serious injury crashes on roads in Southland. 
This is a really important starting point for us all,” he said.


“The New Zealand Transport Agency and New Zealand Police have arranged 
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for the leaders in road safety to present their area of expertise and bring the 
latest and best knowledge and experiences to our teams who design, control, 
build, or work on the roading networks.


“The Safe System Approach recognises that people are vulnerable and 
drivers do make mistakes but by using the four safety pillars – safe roads and
roadsides; safe vehicles; safe speeds; and safe users - we are able to
identify effective treatments to improve safety on the roads.


“We have people from nearly every roading sector and it will be very 
interesting to see how they work through the case studies and what solutions 
they develop as they will come from different angles and will bring different 
experiences to the problem solving.


“A truly safe road system is forgiving of human error and seeks to manage 
crash forces to survivable levels. That’s what we want our system to achieve,”
Mr Pearson said.


ENDS.


NOTE: Members of the media are invited to the introductory session of 
the Workshop from 8.30am to 9.00am on Wednesday 3 September at the 
Victoria Rooms Civic Theatre 88 Tay Street Invercargill. Roading 
Managers from the local councils will be available to answer any 
questions.


Inquiries, please contact:


Joe Bourque, Strategic Transport Manager Southland District Council,
(0272) 901346; or


Russell Pearson, Roading Manager Invercargill City Council (0274) 357493
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Tuesday, September 2, 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Council provides timeframe to lodge applications involving
multi-fuel burners 


Council is advising people that they only have until Friday to lodge
applications for building consents which include multi-fuel burners, following 
changes to Environment Southland’s proposed Regional Air Quality Plan 
2014. The new rules, which ban the issuing of permits for non-approved
burners are effective from September 6, 2014. 


The new rules were brought in to raise the air quality in Southland to 
standards set by the Government and will require all open fires and non-
approved burners and boilers within the Invercargill and Gore airsheds to be 
phased out by January 1, 2029. 


Council Regulations Services Manager Simon Tonkin said technically 
building consents needed to be approved by September 6, but Council 
encouraged people to lodge the application for their building consent by the 
end of the week as Council would still process it. “If you are unsure of the 
process please contact us on 211 1777 and we will help you through the 
consent process and go through the checklist with you.”


The Council had also spoken with local suppliers of multi-fuel burners to 
advise them of the new rules. “We’ve sent the information we received to 
everyone on our email list and phoned suppliers and installers to let them 
know.”


“Council is aware it’s a very short timeframe, which is why we are attempting 
to contact people to advise them of the changes.”


The Air Quality Plan also specified new requirements for outdoor barbecues, 
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outdoor fires and fuels used for home heating. It affects all Southland 
councils which include: Invercargill City Council, Southland District Council, 
Gore District Council, and Environment Southland.


Mr Tonkin said multi-fuel burners were designed to burn both wood and coal
but unfortunately did not meet Government emission standards. 


“People can still use gas fires, pellet fires, diesel burners, and wood burners 
approved by the Government’s National Environmental Standards for Air 
Quality. You can find an approved list of wood burners at www.mfe.govt.nz
and search for approved wood burners.”


Other rules in the Air Quality Plan specify that from September 6, 2014, 
people will only be able to burn approved fuels or materials used for home 
heating and outdoor burning. From May 1, 2015, people will no longer be 
able to burn outdoors in the Invercargill and Gore airsheds during winter 
(May 1 to August 31).


ENDS.


Inquiries, please contact Simon Tonkin on (03) 211 1662
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Wednesday 17 September, 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Urgent advisory: Bluff pipe causes sewage problems


The Invercargill City Council is advising that a burst pipe at the main pump station in 
Bluff is discharging sewage into Bluff Harbour and Council’s contractor is undertaking 
emergency repairs.


Council’s Acting Director of Works and Services, Russell Pearson said that Council 
was advising people not to swim or collect shellfish from the harbour area until further 
notice.


“We are working with Environment Southland and Public Health South to identify the 
extent of the issue and put remedial measures in place.”


Mr Pearson said the burst pipe meant Council was having to truck the sewage from 
the pumping station to the Bluff Wastewater Treatment Plant in an effort to reduce 
the overflowing sewage.


He urged Bluff residents to assist by reducing the use of water in their homes – by 
reducing the amount of water being used by washing machines, dishwashers, 
showers, baths and flushing toilets.


“This will help us reduce the volume we have to transport away by truck.”


Mr Pearson said staff were working to urgently identify the extent of the damage, 
identify a repair method and conduct repairs.  That might take up to twelve hours to 
achieve.


Council would issue updates as more information became available, he said.


ENDS.


Inquiries, Acting Director of Works and Services, Russell Pearson, (0274) 357 493.
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Thursday 18 September, 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Bluff sewage pipe repaired, back in service


The Bluff pipe that burst causing sewage to leak into Bluff Harbour yesterday, was 
repaired with the pumps turned back on at 11.30pm last night and is operating well 
this morning.


Council’s Acting Director of Works and Services, Russell Pearson said the failure in 
the pipe joint was difficult to find because it was so close to the foreshore, which 
meant the sewage didn’t bubble up to the surface but filtered through the sand.


Mr Pearson said today Council would be checking the water quality in the affected 
area and working with Environment Southland and Public Health South.  Te Ao 
Marama had also been advised of the spill and advice to avoid swimming or 
collecting shellfish from the area was still in place.


In an effort to bypass the problem, Council yesterday trucked the sewage from the 
pumping station to the Bluff Wastewater Treatment Plant.


He thanked Bluff residents for their co-operation in minimising water use last night 
and said they could now resume their normal household routine.


Council would issue updates as more information became available, he said.


ENDS.


Inquiries, Acting Director of Works and Services, Russell Pearson, (0274) 357 493.
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Wednesday 24 September, 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Community Clinic & public consultation over uncalled capital


Invercargill residents and ratepayers are invited to a special community clinic as the 
Invercargill City Council consults people over a proposal to increase its uncalled 
shareholding in Invercargill City Holdings Limited (Holdco).


At a full meeting of the Council last night, Councillors voted to send the proposal out 
for public submissions between now and Friday 10 October.


Councillor Graham Sycamore and Director of Finance Dean Johnston will hold a 
community clinic on Monday 29 September, from 4-6pm, where members of the 
public can come and ask questions about the proposal.  The meeting will be held in 
the Committee Room, 1st floor, Civic Administration Building, 101 Esk Street.


The Consultation will also be conducted through traditional written submissions, a 
hearing on 20 October (where submitters can choose to speak in support of their 
written submission) and through a new avenue for consultation, Council’s Facebook 
page.


PROPOSAL FOR CONSULTATION
Invercargill City Holdings Limited has asked the Council to increase its uncalled 
shareholding from the current level of $67,650,000 to $200,000,000.  The Council 
has decided to consult on a proposal to allow the increase in uncalled shareholding 
as it wants to better understand the community's views before making its decision.


REQUEST FROM  INVERCARGILL CITY HOLDINGS LIMITED
The proposal to increase Council’s uncalled shareholding in Invercargill City Holdings 
Limited is attached. People can submit or comment on the proposal as a whole or 
any individual area.


PLACE FOR INSPECTION AND OBTAINING COPIES
The proposal to increase Council’s uncalled shareholding in Invercargill City Holdings 
Limited may be inspected at the Help Desk of the Invercargill City Council, 101 Esk 
Street, Invercargill, at the Bluff Service Centre, and at the Invercargill Public Library.
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CONSULTATION PERIOD


Community Clinic


Council staff and Directors from Invercargill City Holdings Limited will be available to 
answer questions and explain the proposal at a Community Clinic to be held on 
Monday, 29 September from 4.00 pm to 6.00 pm in the Committee Room, First Floor, 
Civic Administration Building, 101 Esk Street, Invercargill.  Submission forms and 
comment forms will be available at this meeting and Council staff will be available to 
assist you with completing either a submission or a comment.


SUBMISSION PERIOD
Submissions are invited on this proposal.  Submissions must be received by Council 
no later than 5.00 pm on Friday 10 October 2014. 


Submissions must:
1. Be in letter form, clearly showing the submitter’s name, address and contact phone 
number.
2. Be addressed to the undersigned and clearly labeled SUBMISSION – Uncalled 
Capital.
3. Indicate whether the submitter wishes to be heard by the Council in support of 
his/her submission. The Hearing will take place on 20 October 2014.  (Note – the 
substance of the submission should be in writing. Verbal presentations should be 
restricted to around five minutes.)
4. Be received by 5.00 pm on Friday 10 October 2014.


Submissions can be:
Posted to: Invercargill City Council


Submission – Uncalled Capital 
Private Bag 90104
INVERCARGILL 9840


Delivered to: Help Desk, Invercargill City Council, 101 Esk Street, Invercargill
Emailed to: policy@icc.govt.nz


If people do not wish to make a formal submission, but would still like to 
comment on the proposal, they may email comments to policy@icc.govt.nz or 
post a comment on the Invercargill City Council’s Facebook page.


ENDS.


Inquiries, Manager Strategy and Policy Melissa Short, 2111-583.



mailto:policy@icc.govt.nz

mailto:policy@icc.govt.nz
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Thursday, 25 September 2014


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Retailer and contractor feedback modifies Esk St timetable


Beautification work for the redevelopment of Esk Street will now take place in 
the New Year following feedback from contractors and retailers, however 
replacement of vital water mains is underway and will be completed this year, 
the Invercargill City Council said today.


Roading Manager Russell Pearson today hand delivered letters to business 
owners in Esk Street updating them on the outcome of the tendering process 
and progress with replacement of the water pipes.


Mr Pearson said earlier discussions with retailers had highlighted their desire 
that no work would be undertaken in Esk Street during December due to the 
busy retail period.  To accommodate this Council asked contractors (in the 
tendering conditions) to undertake the project work during October and 
November this year and specified tight work hours in the late afternoon and 
evenings.


Council found, after receiving the tenders that:
 The contractors are unable to start work on the project until January 


2015. This is due to the unavailability of some materials and their 
subcontractors prior to Christmas.


 Contractors will need a mix of work hours to undertake the work, with 
some activity during the day and some at night so they can safely work 
around the shopping public and minimise disruption. 
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 There may be times where traffic access, particularly for larger delivery 
vehicles, is limited in order to construct the pocket park. We are still 
working through these details.


 The contractors have indicated they see the project taking longer than 
the eight weeks planned. We are discussing with them to understand 
how we can streamline the work to the minimum time necessary.


“We have yet to appoint a contractor and continue to work through a number 
of issues to better understand their offers before Council considers them in 
October.


“The current work improvements on the water and stormwater pipes are 
unfortunately behind the original planned schedule due to problems with the 
pipe but should be completed by the end of October.  Contractors will reinstall 
the paving blocks and remove all of the orange safety gates and tidy Esk 
Street ready for the busy Christmas period. 


“While we are disappointed that work cannot begin prior to Christmas we are 
committed to making sure the December shopping period remains free of 
disruption.”


Mr Pearson gave an assurance to retailers that Council would continue to 
keep them informed as time gets closer to starting the upgrade work.


ENDS.


Inquiries, Cr Graham Sycamore, 0274395 045
Roading Manager, Russell Pearson, 0274357 493
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Friday, September 26, 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Council takes part in celebrations for elderly persons


A checklist designed to help people with important day-to-day tasks will be 
handed out by Council to celebrate International Day of Older Persons 1st


October and Greats and Grands Month (October, 2014).  


Council’s Housing Support Officer Deborah Little will spend a full day on 
October 1 visiting most of the Invercargill City Council’s 18 housing
complexes, starting with the largest complex, Elston Lea Village, followed by 
the three Bluff complexes later in the week.


The checklists were created by Council which followed suggestions from 
Elston Lea Village resident and Age Concern Southland member John Raki 
Raki, who said it would help to remind tenants to do important things such as
turning off heaters, locking doors and taking their medication. 


Mrs Little took the draft checklist on her round of visits to discuss it with 
residents. “I asked our tenants whether they thought a checklist would be 
useful and they all thought it was a good idea and said they would use it.”


Council Community Development Manager Mary Napper said it was a 
community safety project that was aimed at helping older people or people 
that needed to be reminded about key tasks. 


“All Council complex residents will be given a checklist and we are also going 
to offer them to Neighbourhood Support Groups from November. We are 
helping people be safer in their own homes.”


ENDS.


Enquiries, please contact Council Housing Support Officer Deborah Little on
(03) 211 1727
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Monday 29 September, 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Council buys Todd’s inner city site for undisclosed sum


The Invercargill City Council has purchased, for an undisclosed sum, the inner city 
property owned by William Todd and Co, Chief Executive Richard King said today.


Mr King said the site was held in one property containing three certificates of title and 
bordered Don and Spey Streets.  The land had been held by the Todd family for the 
last 120 years.


“This land was identified in the Kobus Mentz Report as a valuable site for inner city 
parking and is viewed by the Council as a long term, strategic purchase.


“During public consultation earlier this year over inner city rejuvenation and the 
upgrade of Esk Street, people identified car parking close to the city centre as a key 
issue.


“Under the proposed District Plan, Council would have the future responsibility to 
provide inner city car parking because retailers would be able to develop 100% of 
their site, without the requirement to provide car parking.


“The Todd site is ideal for an inner city car park, as it will allow people to park their 
vehicles with easy access to Esk Street and the shopping precinct.


“Council has been negotiating with the Todd family over the purchase of this key 
inner city land and we are delighted that it is now in the ownership of the City and can 
be used as part of the rejuvenation of the CBD,” he said.


ENDS.


Inquiries, Chief Executive Richard King, 0274 352 846.
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