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We think our parks and reserves are pretty great and we want everyone to enjoy them as much as 
we do. Here are some ways that you can engage with our public spaces during Parks Week. 

Visit a park!   
Invercargill City Council has about 150 parks and reserves 
on over 3,000 hectares of land. Find a new park to visit on 
our website: Visit our Parks. 

 Join Children’s Day  
celebrations at Elizabeth Park  
There will be free games, parkour, bubbles and more. 

Join our scavenger hunt to go in the draw to win family pool 
passes or private aviary and animal reserve tours. 

When?  
Sunday, 9 March from 12:00pm – 3:00pm 

You can find more information on the Southland NZ  
website: Children’s Day. 

 Have a go at orienteering.  
The Southland Orienteering Club is offering after-school 
“Have-a-go” orienteering sessions each Monday this 
month, from 3 – 24 March. 

Week 1 on 3 March will take place in Queens Park. 

There is a permanent orienteering course in Queens Park  
if you want to have a go on your own.  

For more information, visit the  
Southland Orienteering Facebook page.  

Enjoy nature play  
We have four ‘nature play’ areas in our parks, located in  
Ottrey Street and Arun Crescent playgrounds,  
Queens Park, and West Street Reserve. 

The nature play areas are made from fallen tree logs, placed 
in different arrangements to allow balancing, jumping, and 
climbing opportunities outside of a traditional playground. 

The Queens Park nature play area is bookable on our parks 
booking website: Bookable Invercargill City Council. 

 

Find our plant & bird rubbing tiles 
Five bird and five plant rubbing tiles are hidden in parks 
across the city.  

Once you’ve found one of our special rubbing tiles, lay 
a piece of paper over the top and rub a crayon or pencil 
across it to reveal the plant or bird image. 

See our Parks Week map for some clues about where to 
find the rubbing tiles in Invercargill and Bluff. 

Try disc golf in Queens Park  
Did you know there’s a dedicated disc golf course in 
Queens Park? 

Discs can be hired from the Herbert Street Dairy and are 
available for sale at various stores inInvercargill. There is 
a map of the course beside Tee 1 just inside the Herbert 
Street entrance.  

Find out more on the  
Southland NZ website:  
Queens Park  
disc golf. 

 

For more ideas about 
what to do this Parks 
Week, check out our  
‘101 fun, family things  
to do’ flyer. 

Invercargill City  1.  Don Street umbrella – find your family name 
       engraved beneath   2.  Cycle the tracks around city   3.  City Gallery – art exhibitions   4.  Walk or cycle the Invercargill         Chorus Cabinet trail   5.  Geocaching – take part in a real life treasure 

       hunt - download the app   6.  Catch the bus somewhere new $  7.  Go window shopping in City Centre   8.  Visit the Invercargill City Library and enjoy 
       story time and crafts   9.  Grab a coffee & fluffy at a local café $10.  Try a cheese roll with a twist at Blue River’s 

       Sheep Milk Café, Nith St $11.  Head to the Farmers Market on Sundays 
12.  Otepuni Gardens – take a wander through 
        the lovely riverside gardens or have a picnic 
13.  Southland Museum and Art Gallery – check 
       out latest exhibitions and meet Henry the  
       Tuatara  
14.  Star gaze at the Observatory on Wednesday 
        nights April – Sept $15.  Invercargill Heritage trail – pick up a  

        brochure 
16.  Sculpture walk on Esk St & Dee St 17.  Take a street art scavenger hunt 18.  View the motorbikes at E. Hayes & Sons 19.  Southland Fire Museum – view 24hrs 20.  Chipmunks indoor playground $21.  Watch a movie at Reading Cinemas $22.  Southland Ten Pin Bowling Centre $23.  YMCA – climb their rock wall or try  

       bouldering $
24.  Try Clip ‘n Climb at Stadium Southland $

25.  Watch the cyclists at the Velodrome 26.  Attend a drop-in gymnastics session,  
       weekdays, term time – Glengarry $27.  Join and hire toys from a toy library $28.  Visit an edible community garden –  

       Glengarry, South City, Otatara 29.  Attend a local worship service 30.  Attend a local rugby game 31.  Roll on down to the Skate Park – Elles Rd 
32.  Splash Palace – wave pool, lane pool, aqua 
        jogging, water slide $33.  Grab your gumboots & go puddle jumping! 

34.  Visit one of your local playgrounds 35.  Ride the BMX track at Elizabeth Park 36.  Russell Square playground on Elles Rd - view 
       the Whale’s Tail 37.  Visit the Elles Road Dog Park 38.  Kew Bush Walk behind hospital 39.  Thompson’s Bush has many loop tracks, a 

        playground and picnic tables 40.  Waihopai Stopbank track – bike or walk 41.  Estuary Walkway – Walk along the flood bank 
       & Estuary then have a rest by the replica 
       boat  

Queens Park42.  Picnic on the grass or Band Rotunda 43.  Visit the animal reserve 44.  Exercise your way round the fitness trail 
45.  Visit the bird aviary & feed the ducks 46.  Have fun in the children’s area with the  

       waterpark and playground 47.  Stroll through the vibrant gardens & glass 
       houses 

In and around  Invercargill  and surrounds

101 fun & family  things to do 

https://icc.govt.nz/parks-and-reserves/visit-our-parks/
https://southlandnz.com/event/south-alive-childrens-day/4865/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2921616724686300
https://www.facebook.com/southlandorienteering
https://icc.bookable.co.nz/venues/26/queens-park
https://www.icc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Birds-and-plants-map-Parks-week-template-2025.pdf 
https://southlandnz.com/listing/disc-golf/183/
https://southlandnz.com/listing/disc-golf/183/
https://icc.govt.nz/community/101-fun-family-things-to-do/
https://icc.govt.nz/community/101-fun-family-things-to-do/
https://icc.govt.nz/community/101-fun-family-things-to-do/
https://icc.govt.nz/community/101-fun-family-things-to-do/
https://icc.govt.nz/community/101-fun-family-things-to-do/

